
A report produced by the 
Preservation Green Lab of 
the National Trust for Historic 
Preservation provides the most 
comprehensive analysis to date 
of the potential environmental 
benefit of building reuse. 

This groundbreaking study, “The 
Greenest Building: Quantifying the Value 
of Building Reuse,” concludes that, when comparing buildings of equivalent 
size and function, building reuse almost always offers environmental savings 
over demolition and new construction. 

These findings add to the already impressive economic and quality of life 
advantages offered by building reuse. Studies show that building reuse creates 
more and better-paying jobs than new construction, and that rehabilitation 
projects keep more dollars circulating in the local economy. It is also well 
known that residents, businesses and tourists are drawn to communities that 
retain their distinctive character and heritage.

The report’s key findings offer policy-makers, building owners, developers, 
architects and engineers compelling evidence of the merits of reusing existing 
buildings as opposed to tearing them down and building new. 

Looking for the “Greenest” Building?
Start with the one that already exists.

continued >

‘Main Street’ buildings, common in historic 
neighborhoods, are one building type 
evaluated in the study.

Each year, approximately 1 billion square feet of buildings 
are demolished and replaced with new construction.



Study partners included:

Those finding include:

Reuse Matters. Building 
reuse typically offers greater 
environmental savings than 
demolition and new construction. 
It can take up to 80 years 
for a new energy efficient 
building to overcome, through 
efficient operations, the climate 
change impacts created by its 
construction.  

Scale Matters. Collectively, 
building reuse and retrofits 
substantially reduce climate change impacts. Retrofitting, rather than 
demolishing and replacing, just 1% of the city of Portland’s office buildings and 
single family homes over the next ten years would help to meet 15% of their 
county’s total CO2 reduction targets over the next decade.

Design Matters. The environmental benefits of reuse are maximized by 
minimizing the input of new construction materials. Renovation projects that 
require many new materials can reduce or even negate the benefits of reuse.  

The Bottom Line: Reusing existing buildings is good for the economy, the 
community and the environment. At a time when our country’s foreclosure 
and unemployment rates remain high, communities would be wise to reinvest 
in their existing building stock. Historic rehabilitation has a thirty-two year 
track record of creating 2 million jobs and generating $90 billion in private 
investment. Studies show residential rehabilitation creates 50% more jobs 
than new construction.

The full report can be accessed online at: 
www.preservationnation.org/sustainability

Reuse and retrofit of existing buildings offers immediate 
opportunities to address climate change impacts 
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